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Inquiry, Innovation & Creativity Fair 

Innovation Rubric 

 Attempted  
1 Point 

Proficient 
3 Points 

Above Proficiency 
5 Points 

Problem Problem is explained 
only partly or 
explanation of problem 
is unclear.  

Problem is clearly explained 
and the invention or 
innovation addresses the 
problem directly.  

Problem is creatively 
addressed through a new 
invention or an innovation 
of a current product 
changed or used in another 
way.  

Research Cites only one or no 
information resources 
(e.g. text, magazines, 
Internet, or 
interviews).  Fails to 
mention a known 
similar idea in 
common use, or 
material is copied 
rather than written in 
the student’s own 
words. 

Cites few information 
resources.  Mentions known 
similar ideas with some 
elaboration.  Makes a 
general connection to a 
similar idea in the student’s 
own words. 

Cites at least four types of 
resources.  Makes a clear 
and well-elaborated 
connection with a known 
similar idea in his/her own 
words.  

Possible 
Solutions or 
Innovations 

Proposed solution of 
invention or innovation 
of another idea is not a 
practical solution to 
the problem. 

Proposed solution of 
invention or innovation of 
another idea is practical and 
well thought out.  The 
solution makes sense.  

Proposed solution is 
creative and clearly solves 
the problem.  Provides 
sufficient description for 
reader to understand how 
the invention or innovation 
will solve this problem. 

How 
Invention/ 
Innovation 
Works 

Student provides few 
details, leaving the 
reader unclear about 
how the invention or 
innovation works. 

Student provides adequate 
details, giving the reader a 
general understanding of 
how the invention works.  

Student explains the 
invention, or innovation 
while addressing important 
details and giving the 
reader a clear 
understanding of how the 
invention works.  If 
student uses innovation of 
another product, a clear 
description of how this 
product was repurposed or 
improved is included.  
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 Attempted  
1 Point 

Proficient 
3 Points 

Above Proficiency 
5 Points 

Demonstra- 
tion to Show 
How Well it 
Worked 

Student-developed 
criteria may be 
generic and does not 
apply directly to the 
problem.  Or, criteria 
may not be student-
developed. 

Criteria are student-
developed.  Some criteria 
apply to how the invention 
or innovation addresses the 
problem.  

Criteria are student-
developed specifically for 
the project and apply 
directly to how the 
invention or innovation 
addresses the 
problem.  Demonstration 
clearly shows how the 
invention can work using 
charts, graphs or other 
visual representations.  

Obstacles Fails to analyze 
obstacles related to 
the practical design 
and function of the 
invention (i.e. may 
list obstacles that 
refer only to shopping 
for materials or 
cosmetic issues).  

Provides some analysis of 
the obstacles related to the 
practical design and function 
of the invention (i.e. may 
discuss durability, strength, 
ease of use, etc.).   

Demonstrates in-depth 
analysis of the obstacles 
related to the practical 
design and function of the 
invention. 

Display 
Presentation  

Project has limited 
eye appeal or is not 
easily readable at a 
two-foot 
distance.  The project 
has limited 
organization, or 
contains confusing 
visuals, or contains 
language or spelling 
errors.  

Project is appealing and is 
readable at a two-foot 
distance.  It is organized and 
clear, uses understandable 
visuals and/or models, and 
has few language or spelling 
errors.  

Project is appealing and 
neat, and is readable at a 
two-foot distance.  It is 
well organized and clear, 
makes striking use of 
original, inventive, or 
amusing visuals and/or 
models, and uses grammar 
and spelling flawlessly.   

 
 
	  


